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The fight for equity – One 
Country, One Plan: The 
role of the state and the 
private sector in procuring 
life-saving vaccines in a 
pandemic – some legal 
aspects 

​Leslie London

This is an extract of an expert affidavit submitted in the case the 
Health Justice Initiative v Solidarity, Afriforum NPC, the Ministers 
of Health and others Case Number. 3623/21. The matter concerned 
a challenge by Solidarity and Afriforum to the strategy and policy 
adopted by national government for a single procurement and 
distribution of Covid-19 vaccines for SA. 

The HJI intervened in the case as a friend of the court (amicus 
curiae) in February 2021. It argued that the case sought to entrench 
a situation constituting vaccine apartheid in SA. All while major 
industry players and business groups including medical schemes 
in SA support a national allocation strategy in partnership with 
government.
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The DG of Health (for the first and second respondents) agreed 
with HJI’s expert evidence and relied on it in his replying papers.

Afriforum and Solidarity withdrew the case on 2 March 2021.

For the full affidavit and other court documents, see 
https://healthjusticeinitiative.org.za/2021/05/12/solidarity-and-
afriforum-vs-minister-of-health-and-16-others/

Professor Leslie London is Chair of Public Health Medicine in the School of 
Public Health and Family Medicine at the University of Cape Town. He leads 
the School’s Health and Human Rights Programme and is active in the 
People’s Health Movement South Africa.  He serves on the HJI’s Reference 
Advisory Group. 
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If you found this Compendium useful, please 
consider making a donation towards our work. 
See https://healthjusticeinitiative.org.za/donate/


